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Thank you for the invitation to provide testimony to this committee.  

 

The World Food Programme (WFP) is the largest humanitarian organization fighting hunger in 

more than 80 countries around the world. This is work that we are able to do thanks to the 

generosity of the American people and to your support. 

 

In WFP’s work, we face the interconnected problems of hunger, insecurity and migration as a 

daily reality.  And we see how the climate crisis is combining with conflict and now COVIDs 

economic impact to deepen hunger and make our work harder. As our Executive Director, David 

Beasley, has been highlighting – these factors have plunged 300 million more people into hunger 

and food insecurity. Without stepped up action and support, we risk a hunger pandemic 

following in the wake of the global health pandemic. 

 



   

In connecting the dots between climate, migration and food security, today’s Food Systems 

Summit (FSS) that is happening on the margins of the UN General Assembly, and President 

Biden’s Exeuctive Order of February 4, 2021 on climate change and migration, together 

represent a pivotal moment in the broader discourse on food security. Too often, we have seen 

the global humanitarian and development system working in disparate and disconnected ways.   

 

The default response has often been to reduce the phenomenon of migration to a matter of 

economics or security.  Instead, we need to better understand the complex reality that drives 

people to leave their homes and take concrete action to address the root causes. 

 

At WFP, we recognize the link between food insecurity and migration and have a suite of 

successful programmes that increase access to nutritious food, generate employment, build 

resilience, and support school children. 

 

Across Central America, we do this in several ways: 

 

 

 

 

All the diverse programs I have highlighted, whether school feeding, rural livelihoods, women’s 

empowerment have one thing in common. They all put people – their needs and aspirations – at 

the center. This is the essential condition of success.  

 



   

If we are to create a sustainable remedy to the interconnected problems of hunger and migration, 

we need to support people to enjoy their rights, to build their livelihoods and ultimately hold 

governments accountable to respect, protect and enable them to fulfill their rights. 

 

Placing rights of the center of our work means developing programs built on the idea of access to 

food and to means of production and livelihoods.  

 

Without the ability to feed themselves and their families and build livelihoods in their 

homelands, the migrant flows and the headlines about caravans will roll on and they will, 

undoubtedly, get worse. 

 

At WFP, we recognize that the people we serve play a critical role in identifying and solving the 

problems they face. To help people, we must listen to them, understand their needs and 

aspirations, and work with them to achieve these. 

 

We must first address hunger if we are to address the interconnected problems of climate and 

migration. But we have to do it in the right way. And this requires putting rights, accountability 

and people at the center of our work. 

 

Thank you. 

 


